The President’s Pen . . .
Terry Williams

A

significant responsibility of each
president of the Society is to edit
and publish our Newsletters and
Journals. Walter Rudolph edited and published the Journal that was mailed to everyone earlier this year. Wally did a magnificent
job. This is my first publication. I hope you
enjoy reading it as much as I have enjoyed
putting it together.
These are exciting times to be alive and
a fan of Jussi Björling. So much is happening
that continues to honor “our tenor.” There is,
of course, the Copenhagen CD. It’s really one
of his best performances (I know, weren’t
they all outstanding!). This one is special
if for no other reason than that he was still
at the top of his game while being so sick
and less than a year from his death. I think
it especially exciting that the Jussi Björling
Society - USA, Inc. got to play a significant
role in producing this CD which allowed us
to make it available to our membership. If
you don’t yet have a copy, I urge you to order
it. The quality of the sound is superb. You’ll
love it.
Another exciting opportunity, which
is still in its development stages, involves
the legendary American baritone, Robert
Merrill. We all know that Jussi Björling and
Robert Merrill were not only frequent professional colleagues but also close personal
friends. The list of connections between
these 2 extraordinary artists is long and
distinguished. Here are just a few examples.
Going through prior issues of the Newsletter
I came across the lovely expression of sympathy Marion Merrill sent several years ago
on the occasion of the deaths of Anna Lisa
and Janet Björling. Merrill sang at the 1985
tribute to Jussi Björling in Stockholm. He
was present for the dedication at Gustavus
Adolphus College. We’re all familiar with the
story of JB and Merrill singing the duet for
the recording of La boheme with Sir Thomas
Beecham conducting. After they had sung it,
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Sir Thomas told them to sing it again. When
asked what was wrong with the first effort
he is said to have replied “. . . nothing, I just
love to hear those boys sing.” The five duets
they recorded rank among the finest ever,
and were in RCA’s top 25 classical recordings
for almost 50 years. Now, an opportunity
for a new connection has presented itself.
You’ll learn more about it from reading
Cantor Stephen Texon’s article on p. 5. He
and Merrill were close friends. In 2000,
Steve conducted an in-depth interview
with Bob at his home in New Rochelle, NY.
That interview lasted over an hour. It was
professionally recorded on video. I don’t
want to steal any more of Steve’s thunder
except to say there may be an opportunity
for us to partner with him on his project to
make the video available to the public, and
us of course. Wouldn’t participation by the
Society in that project be a terrific tribute
to the close friendship between these two
extraordinary artists!
In previous editions of the Newsletter
we spotlighted a few of the members of our
Honorary Advisory Board. Now I’d like to
share with you what’s involved in becoming
an Honorary Advisor. Until recently, the
process was not well defined, and frankly,
resulted in some confusion and uncertainty
about who could be an Honorary Advisor.
Last year your Board of Directors adopted
the following policy establishing minimum
qualifications to be considered for membership on the Honorary Advisory Board.
Honorary Advisory Board
 e following shall be the minimum qualifiTh
cations for consideration of a candidate for
membership on the HAB.
The candidate has a significant,
verifiable connection to or association
with Jussi Björling, or

The candidate has written or made
public comments of significance about
Jussi Björling, or
The candidate performs or has
performed repertory the same as, or
similar to, that of Jussi Björling, and has
stated publicly that Jussi Björling has
been an inspiration or role model, and
The candidate expressly agrees
to allow his or her name to be used in
such manner and for such purposes
as the Society deems appropriate in
furtherance of its charitable purposes,
in its sole and absolute discretion, and
without further approval of the candidate. The candidate’s name, generally,
would be used only on the Society’s
letterhead, on its web site, and in its
various publications. In the absence
of a prior express agreement with the
candidate waiving prior approval, the
President, or the President’s designee,
would seek prior approval from the
candidate for use of information about
the candidate, including statements
about Jussi Björling attributable to the
candidate.
The candidate shall not be
required to provide any service or
contribution of any kind to or for the
benefit of the Society as a condition to
membership on the HAB.”
Here’s how the process needs to work.
Suppose a member wants to nominate
someone to be an Honorary Advisor. The
member does not approach the candidate
but rather submits the candidate’s name
and relevant information to the president
accompanied by a statement in support of
continued on page 5

Anders, and Marilyn and me. We munched and
chatted. Giorgio had told me about the yellow box
in his pocket. He then explained to Anders how
one Christmas in New York, Jussi had been under
contract and couldn’t return to Sweden. Giorgio
had thought to invite him for Christmas dinner,
but didn’t, thinking, “Surely he’s had numerous
offers and is already booked!” In the end he asked
anyway, and Jussi accepted. There had been no
other invitation! Giorgio had taken some home
movies, and the small yellow Kodak box of movie
film Giorgio then handed to Anders, saying, “this
rightly should be in your family.”
When Janet became ill, we were all devastated. But we were also very aware of Anders tender,
consistent care—doing all he could do to provide
for her comfort and needs.
In 2014 Marilyn and I were in the cities visiting our youngest son. We drove to St. Peter to have
lunch with Anders less than two weeks before he
married Judie. Before we left St. Peter, he handed
me an official shirt from the Jussi Björling Tenor
Competition.
Anders and photography are almost synonymous. He has polished his craft for decades. Watch
his Facebook page and be wowed time and again.
And whenever there is a gathering of JBS-USA, you
can quickly recognize which photos Anders took.
They are the best!
Anders and his father both have early February birthdays. Last February 2nd (5th if you
subscribe to the midwife’s date) was Jussi’s 105th.
The same week, Anders turned 80! As hard as it
is to believe, when one remembers that birthdays
these day come around thrice yearly, it starts to
make sense. It is, after all, as perfectly clear as….
once upon a time….we remember when….we were
all young then….and therein lies the tale.
Happy Birthday, Dear Friend, Anders! v

Robert Merrill Projects
Cantor Stephen Texon

Greetings everyone.
It is my pleasure to write this article for your
wonderful Newsletter concerning my plans for
two worthy projects which I hope will come to
fruition in 2017. They both focus on Tributes
to the great Met Opera baritone, Robert
Merrill, on the occasion of his 100th Birthday
Celebration.
Being that Mr. Merrill was such a close
friend and colleague of the incomparable tenor Jussi Björling, Terry Williams and I felt that
this celebration might find the support and
interest of the Jussi Björling Society - USA. I
will be eternally grateful if we can share in
and benefit from a mutual collaboration.
1. The completion of a comprehensive
video interview with Mr. Merrill which was
professionally recorded by a CNN crew in his
home in August of 2000. This was his last and
best interview on record!
2. A Tribute Concert in honor of Robert Merrill’s 100th Birthday to be held in
Miami Beach, Florida in January, February, or March of 2017, with Met Opera Tenor
Neil Shicoff joining me in an afternoon or evening of Opera and Broadway duets,
arias, and songs.
Thank you for the opportunity to share these preliminary thoughts with you, and
I look forward to working closely with Terry.
With best regards, Stephen Texon
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the candidate explaining how he or she
satisfies the qualifications to be an Honorary Advisor. If the president determines
the candidate does not meet the minimum requirements the member would be
so informed and the nomination would
go no further. If, on the other hand, the
candidate appears to be qualified, the
president would submit the candidate to
the Board of Directors who would vote
on whether to offer membership. If there
is an affirmative vote by a majority of the
Board, the president, or the president’s
designee, would interview the candidate
to determine whether he or she would

be willing to accept our offer to become an
Honorary Advisor. If the candidate agrees,
the president would extend our offer of
membership on the Honorary Advisory
Board. Being a member of our Honorary
Advisory Board is a significant honor for
both the Society and the member. We
ought always to be cognizant that the
honor cuts both ways when considering
someone to propose as a candidate. v
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